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House of Representatives
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. SHAW). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC, 
September 10, 2003. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable E. CLAY 
SHAW, Jr., to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Dr. 
Kathryn A. Towne, President, Life in 
Faith and Truth Ministries, Lakewood, 
Colorado, offered the following prayer: 

Let us bow our hearts before the 
Lord. 

Our Lord God, the Sovereign over 
this great and wonderful Nation in 
which we live, we come to You humbly 
today. Thank You for the opportunity 
to lead the people of the United States 
of America. Be present, O God of Wis-
dom, and direct the councils of this 
honorable United States House of Rep-
resentatives. Give insight, under-
standing, and discernment to each 
Member so they can exercise their du-
ties for the betterment of their dis-
tricts and this Nation. 

May we all be reminded that right-
eousness exalts a nation. As these dedi-
cated legislators meet in this Chamber 
or elsewhere, may their every decision, 
their every judgment, and their every 
action be said and done in righteous-
ness. Their job is great; but You, the 
Almighty, give grace and direction as 
we ask for help. 

Be pleased to grant strength and 
comfort to these leaders and their fam-
ilies. We ask in Your name. Amen. 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentlewoman from California (Ms. LO-
RETTA SANCHEZ) come forward and lead 
the House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia led the Pledge of Allegiance as 
follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Mr. 
Monahan, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed without 
amendment a bill of the House of the 
following title:

H.R. 1668. An act to designate the United 
States courthouse located at 101 North Fifth 
Street in Muskogee, Oklahoma, as the ‘‘Ed 
Edmondson United States Courthouse’’.

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain ten 1-minutes on 
each side.

f 

RESOLVE TO SEE IT THROUGH 

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, hours 
before President Bush’s speech Sunday 
night, the top U.S. commander in Iraq 

summed up in a single sentence the im-
portance of creating a free and demo-
cratic Iraq. Lieutenant General Ri-
cardo Sanchez said, ‘‘The only way we 
will fail in this country is if we decide 
to walk away in Iraq and fight the next 
battle in the war on terrorism in the 
United States of America.’’ That is a 
stark assessment. 

The President said the United Na-
tions not only has an opportunity but a 
responsibility to assume a broader role 
in assuring that Iraq becomes a free 
and democratic nation. Nations that 
enjoy the richness of freedom have a 
moral obligation, when possible, to 
share their political and spiritual as-
sets with countries that suffer from the 
poverty of totalitarianism. 

Mr. Speaker, that has been the creed 
of this country. The American people 
must have the resolve to see this 
through.

f 

U.S. STRETCHED TOO THIN 
(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-

fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute and 
to revise and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ex-
press my great concern over the direc-
tion the Bush administration is leading 
our country. Simply put, we are spread 
too thin on every front. As a whole, our 
military is dangerously overextended. 
Just yesterday, our National Guard 
and Reservists were informed that 
their tours in Iraq have now been ex-
tended to 1 year, months longer than 
many initially anticipated. 

Deficits are at a record high, home-
land security spending is grossly inad-
equate, and the true cost of our mili-
tary campaigns in Iraq and Afghani-
stan is becoming more apparent every 
day. Just this past week, President 
Bush requested an additional $87 bil-
lion from Congress, an emergency 
spending request not seen since the 
early months of World War II. 
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